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adulterated with shrewdness, crookedness, dexterity, hypocrisy, and
deceit; which bends itself into compliance with the world, and
defers to the customs of the age* For instance : the ox has horns,
and a divided hoof, while the horse has a dishevelled mane and a
complete hoof; this is the Heavenly, or Natural. But if you put
a bit into the horse's mouth, and pierce the nose of the ox, this
is the Human, or artificial." In other words, all attempts to
improve upon, or interfere with,.things as they are in their natural
state, are violations of Nature, and to be condemned accordingly.
Nor is this theory difficult of application to many institutions in
our own day. "We may be sure that if any of these old Taoists
were to appear %mong us now, they would tell us boldly, a If
Nature has given you black hair, don't try to dye it yellow; if
you have a sallow or a pale complexion, don't daub it with pink
paint; if your waist measures five-ancl-twenty inches round,
don't try and squeeze it into eighteen. All such attempts are-
violations of Nature, and are sure to bring their own punishment
along with them."

But to bring himself into conformity with Nature, it is impera-
tive that the Sage should be always and completely passive.
This is expressed by a Chinese formula which may be variously
rendered a not-doing," " non-exertion," " inertia," " absolute
inaction/' or, perhaps best of all, "masterly inactivity." In
addition to the idea of undisturbed quiescence it embraces also
that of spontaneity and designlessness; so that even the rigid
adherence to an inactive policy is robbed of its virtue if it be
adopted with intent. The very effort to obtain possession of
Nature, says Chuang-tzu, defeats itself, and for the simple reason
that it is an effort. A man must be passionless as well as
motionless ; he must be content to leave himself to the influences'
which surround him, and discard all idea of helping on .the work;
Jae must banish all desire from his heart; he must concert no
schemes and form no plans; he must never anticipate emergencies,
but simply mould himself according to any circumstances that
may arise. And especially is this of importance in the world of
politics. Here the formula I have referred to must be rendered
" non-interference," that wise and far-sighted policy the world is
so slow to learn. The Taoist condemns over-legislation, and justly
points to the peddling, meddling system of a so-called paternal
government as the cause of anarchy and ruin. Leave the people
alone, is the wise maxim of Taoism; don't harass them with
perpetual interference, and vexatious efforts at protection. Let
things take their course and find their level; let the people
develop their resources in a natural and spontaneous way*
Charles Kingsley and Herbert Spencer are here anticipated by a